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Introduction:

The Youth Voices Project aim was  to empower youth in underserved communities through artistic creations including digital art, photo journalism, animations, and multimedia projects. The workshop took place in not only Kenya but also other nine countries;  Argentina, Brazil, Canada, China, Egypt, Mali, Russia, South Africa and Sweden. Youth at the workshop in Kenya discussed issues in relation to the themes of Culture and Identity, and Climate Change and learnt how to create images using photoshop.
Partner Organization:
Slumcode was the partnering organization with TakingITglobal. We identified youths between the age of 17-30 to participate in the workshop. A majority were from the Slumcode group while the rest were members of Kimanthi Information Centre and. 

Timeframe:

The first workshop was held on the 30th of  August 2007 at the Slumcode Organization offices, Huruma Estate.  The software had not yet arrived by then but one of our very active members on TakingITGlobal globally Eric Ochieng took the participants through a detailed explanation on the Adobe software. His discussion was based on the Adobe Photoshop (image software), Adobe premier, Adobe PageMaker and Adobe Reader( PDF files) however much emphasis was put on Adobe Photoshop. 10% of the participants had an idea about Adobe software while 90% had no idea on what it was about.
Our second workshop was held on the 7th of September 2007 at the same venue where we concentrated on the themes of Climate Change and Culture and Identity. Herein more than 50% had a general overview of both themes. However around 60% had no clue on what global warming was all about. We therefore centred more on the theme on climate and its impact on our Kenyan society and the environment. At the time the country had just experienced the devastating  Budalang’i floods in Western province in the middle of the year so it was easier for participants to relate and understand the effects and underlying factors of climatic changes on the environment. 
With regard to the theme on Culture and Identity, it was easy for participants to go through the topic in a nutshell as its part and parcel of who we actually are in the community and almost all of the youths still value their cultures so what we concentrated on is how do we accept and appreciate each others cultural values and the role that we play as young people in fostering cross-cultural relations in development.
Our final meeting with participants was held on the 8th of February 2008 where participants were shown how to actually use the Adobe software in practice to bring out both themes. 

Extra Curricula Involvement:

With the assistance of Mr Krishnan the Chief of Partners and Youth section at the UNHABITAT one of our participants Stella Kipkatoo was registered to attend the Expert General Meeting Workshop on Climate Change held in November as a youth representative at the UN headquarters in Gigiri, Nairobi, Kenya of which I attended too. One of the themes that was of interest to the Youth Voices  project theme on Climate was; “Climate Change: The Role of Cities-Local Capacities for Global Agendas)”. The outcome of the meeting was shared with the other participants who were encouraged to participate on the TakingITGlobal discussion board on the issues of climate prior to the Climate Change Conference held in Bali, Indonesia and submit their views on the topic.

Challenges Faced:
The post –election violence in the country threatened the final process and completion of the workshop as most of the participants live  in the Huruma area which was one of the worst hit by ethnic violence. The focus had to shift from the project to the security and well being of the participants which became a priority. Some of them had to move out of the area and I could only communicate with a few members.
Reflections and Lessons Learned:
Participants learnt a lot from the workshops conducted. Through sharing with each other, they were able to expound their knowledge on both cultural and environmental issues locally and relate lessons learnt to global issues. Conclusively I can affirm that we all learnt a great lesson, being marginalized does not mean that one cannot learn, as long as there are materials and dissemination of knowledge willingly, anyone can learn new things.
Also through this project new networks were formed amongst participants who were able to learn and share about opportunities available both locally and globally. One of the major networks that participants were able to join in expansion of their knowledge is the TakingITGlobal community.

Outcome:
Some of the participants who had little or lacked basic computer and Information technology such as use of email and internet were able to acquire a few skills as they were taken through the process of signing up for membership on TIG and using Adobe Photoshop.
Project Participants:
Name



Organization



Tel.No.

1. Ruth Opindi


Y.I.K.E



0733 416 662

2. Moses Wakhisi


Magorofani Youth Group

0721 518 846

3. Andrew Mugo


Magorofani Youth Group

0720 922 407

4. Don Caster


Brown Sea R.C


0724 365 585

5. Anthony Gitonga


R.E.F




0720 720 212

6. Cathryne Agallo


Kimathi Information Centre

0724 940 237

7. Lilian Katunge


Kimathi Information Centre

0724 940 237

8. Margaret Asega


Slumcode Group


0722 339 833

9. Elizabeth Akoolo


Slumcode Group


0727 641 919

10. Simon Maranga


Slumcode Group


0726 791 279

11. Billy Midenyo


Slumcode Group


0723 715 356

12. Flossie W Mbiriri


Slumcode Group


0723 156 590

13. Albert Nashon


Slumcode Group


0722 604 451
14. Patricia Sudi


TakingITGlobal


0727 847 948

15. Stella Kapto


TakingITGlobal


0720 668 816

16. Eric Ochieng

             TakingITGlobal


0722 676 775

Gallery Link: http://projects.takingitglobal.org/youthvoicesproject/photos/
